AL-V-B-073
Plank Road Tavern
0ld Plank Road, near Barrelville
Ca. 1810
The Plank Road Tavern was probably constructed during
the first quarter of the 19th century and is built in typical

"tavern-style" with a five bay front end porch which faced
the main road. The building was originally constructed of

logs, one of the cheapest and most functional materials in

the area. The tavern would have served travelers on the

01d Plank Road, which ran from Baltimore to Somerset, Penn-

sylvania.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Plank Road Tavern is located on the east side of the 01d
Plank Road north of Barrelville, Allegany County, near the Pennsylvania
line.

The house and former tavern basically consists of a two and one
half story, five bay wide, rectangular shaped structure. The building
is constructed of logs and has been covered with asbestos shingles.

A one story wing abuts the main block on the rear east side, and the

wing is also covered with asbestos shingles. The entire facade is supported
by a high stone foundation with a plain water table. The roof of the
entire building is gabled. The main block is covered with replaced asphalt
shingles while the wing is covered with tin materials. The eaves of the
roof exhibit replaced boxed cornices and frieze. Windows in the house
include replaced, double hung wooden sash frames with one-over-one, two-
over-two and three-over-one lights with plain trim. Other windows in

the house include replaced single sash frames with six-light panels and
single sash frames with side lights. The six light windows are placed

in the gable ends and exhibit a wooden shelf on each. The main entrance

is located on the front, west side and features a replaced paneled

door with plain trim. A five bay end porch is placed on the front, west
side of the house. The porch features a hipped roof and entablature
supported by square columns and balustrade. A straight flight of stairs
leads to the porch level and a picket fence and gate opens to the porch.
One replaced, cement block chimney is located to the interior of the

rear wing.

The house is structurally sound but has been drastically altered
when renovated to serve as a house instead of a tavern.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Plank Road Tavern was probably constructed during the
first quarter of the 19th century to house travelers on the 0ld Plank
Road. The style of the building is typical of taverns constructed
during the early years of the 19th century. It is a long two
story building with a five bay, front, end porch which is located
right next to the main road. The building itself was originally con-
structed of logs, one of the cheapest and most functional materials
in the area.

The 01d Plank Road ran from Somerset, Pennsylvania to Baltimore
and as the name implies was constructed of planks. The first
plank roadwas not constructed until 1836 in Canada. 1 However,
the idea soon caught on and the roads became popular in the United
States as well. Wood seemed to provide a more desirable surface for
horses hoofs that stone or gravel. In addtion, the roads were
relatively cheap and lasted anywhere from four to twelve years.depending
on the wood used.

"The average U.S. plank road had a road bed of thirty feet and
a plank at least eight feet wide." 2 The planks themselves ranged
from three to four inches thick to nine to sixteen inches wide. They

were laid on top of sleepers or rails and covered with sand or sawdust. 3

1. Eric Slone, Our Vanishing Landscape (New York, New York:
Ballantine'Bwoks, 1974) p. 68

2. ibid p. 69

3. ibid
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INVENTORY NO: AL-V-B-073 DATE: 5/23/77
191/540

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor ‘ 20.. 59. Acres
NAME OF PROPERTY:  Plank Road Tavern

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 01d Plank Road (Somerset to Baltimore)
DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: West

NAME OF OWNER: Oscar Lepley (1922) 264-3134

ADDRESS: Rt. 1 Box 176

Hyndman, Pennsylvania

STORIES: 1( ) 2(X)£3( ) 4( ) 50 ) 6C ) BAYS: 1() 20 ) 3( ) 4 ) 5k) 6C ) 7C) ()

WINGS, ADDITIONS: Rear one story

DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular)

WALL CONSTRUCTION:

(X) FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)

( ) BRICK: Bund type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants.

( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated
(X) LOG

(X) OTHER: Coverings Asbestos

WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others

FOUNDATIONS: High, Low, Brick, Stone
WATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1(X) 2/2(X) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other§ )3/1
pegged( ) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred{ ) pediment( )

ENTRANCE,DOORS:  LOCATION: WQ/ST

HARDWARE:  original( ) replaccd(V)
FAN LIGHT, TRANSGM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN
Paneled, Verticle, Horizental Boards

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed)
original( ) replaced(/) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave

ROOF: Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers #
MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, _asphalt; original( ) replaced(x)

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( X) gable( )

CHIMNEYS: Number: 1 Brick( ) Stone( ) Corbeled( ) original( ) replaced(y)
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior(v)
€ A @ - X
ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular
COMMENTS:
ust: Residence

SIGHIFICANCE: Tavern-Architecture
DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1810
CONDITION: Fair




INTERTIGOGR

FLOOR PLAN:

() CENTRAL HALL: Two rooms, each side; double parlor, one side
( ) SIDE HALL: One room deep, two rooms deep
( ) IRREGULAR

STAIRWAYS:

ENCLOSED: Single flight, two flights with landing

OPEN: Single flight, two flights -~ one landing, three flights - two landings
DOG-LEG

DOG-LEG with WINDERS

SPIRAL

ROUNDED

SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS

WALL FINISH:

) PLASTER
) PANELED: original; replaced
) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot

FIREPLACES:
NUMBER
LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal
MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush
HARDWARE: original; replaced

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM:

PLAIN

ARCHITRAVE

SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS
FLUTED

FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS

ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor
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